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who have locked up throughout time all over the world,
but I do not intend to complain or to present myself as
a simple dissident who, by a judicial mistake or for what-
ever other reason, finds himself involved in a sensa-
tional judicial frame-up and is now waiting for justice.

Nothing is more extraneous to my way of thinking
and living. Condemnation or absolution, justice – real
justice – cannot be found in a courtroom.

It is true that this is a frame-up, quite a clumsy one,
and in some aspects even a ridiculous one. The pros-
ecutor, in fact, not having any evidence in his hands,
relied on the old and always useful habit of inventing it
by deforming reality, transforming conversations that
he infamously listened to and omitting the context in
which they occurred, so that he could make us mem-
bers of a subversive association punishable by article
270bis. When you are a liar by profession, as time goes
by you probably end up losing track. I think that it is
how this prosecutor, trying to conciliate what cannot
be conciliated, went quite further and established that
anarchists, who refuse all authority, were part of a hier-
archical structure composed of leaders and followers.

Apart from these dirty tricks, power was right as re-
gards me: it has singled out an individual who refuses
the State, does not care about its laws and strongly
desires the subversion of this system, the destruction
of all authority and the creation of a free life for every-
body. This is the dangerous idea that power cannot
tolerate, in spite of what they declare, and which is well
beyond the worn-out old chatter about liberty and rights
upon which the ideology of the regime is based.

Actually there is no freedom in rights. The latter are
a concession given to vassals and as such they can be
suspended or suppressed, and they strengthen the
power of those who concede them. In other words, the
State concedes and removes rights according to its

needs. This said, it is not surprising that article 270bis,
which we are accused of, comes from old article 270,
which was first produced by the fascist dictatorship
(Rocco code) in order to repress rebels, and eventually
passed from the fascist regime to the Republic that
boasts it was born from the Resistance. In other words,
the most efficient legal weapon against dissent during
the time of dictatorship is being used today; moreover
it has been refined and adapted to the different social
conditions, going through decades and governments
of all colours, as a sign of continuity between two pow-
ers that, basically, are not so different from each other.
This article, which establishes a six-month imprison-
ment that can be reconfirmed every six months up to
two years, cost us to be locked up for quite a long time
before any jury decides our sentence. In this way the
principle of ‘presumed innocence’, which any good
democratic subject feels he is protected by, has been
clamorously denied.

Many of the specific charges against us concern the
struggle for the closure of all detention centres for im-
migrants and in particular the infamous Regina Pacis in
San Foca, which was run profitably by the homony-
mous Foundation Regina Pacis [a foundation of the
Lecce clergy] up until March two years ago. CPTs and
deportations are another thread that links past and
present: fascist and nazi concentration camps, before
becoming centres of systematic massacre, were places
where people were locked up without having commit-
ted any crime. It is exactly what happens in all CPTs.
That is why I have always called them concentration
camps. In these places immigrants who managed to
reach Italy but do not have the right documents to stay
in the country are locked up, after enduring terrible jour-
neys during which they risked their life: The Mediterra-
nean sea bed is now a cemetery without crosses or
names. For them, guilty of being poor and foreigners on
the run desperately searching for a better life, State
racism has established that they be imprisoned, follow-
ing what is a mere administrative question for an Italian.
They are kept there until they are identified – officially
60 days – and, with the collaboration of companies such
as Alitalia and Trenitalia they are eventually deported
to their country of origin or, and this is what counts,
somewhere else outside fortress Europe. Otherwise they
are handed a deportation order compelling them to leave
the country within a few days. Those who do not obey
are put in prison. As they do not have any other choice
in the face of misery, hunger, and war that they have
escaped from, they are forced to live in hiding, con-
stantly chased by the police, escaping raids and facing
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prejudice and hostility stirred up by the media propa-
ganda that depicts illegal immigrants as criminals and
possible ‘terrorists’. In order to survive they have to
accept even more hideous working conditions because
they can be easily blackmailed under the threat of de-
portation. They live constantly with the terror of being
captured, thrown in CPTs and then sent back from what
was their journey of hope. The condition of ‘clandes-
tine’ hanging over immigrants, therefore, serves a pre-
cise project of exploitation: on the one hand the bosses
ask the State for legal labourers, according to the estab-
lished quota; on the other the latter have at their dis-
posal a considerable number of undesirables without
any rights that they can exploit to death. These ‘unde-
sirables’ are used to threaten the legal immigrants so
that the latter do not stand up for better working condi-
tions (without a work contract immigrants cannot stay
in the country).

Everything in this world is submitted to the rules of
economy. It is such an obvious truth that power does
not even try to conceal it; on the contrary it tries to
make us think that it is an inevitable reality from which
everybody will gain something.

When they do have to conceal reality, on the con-
trary, their most effective trick is to call things with names
that do not match their meaning. It this way the expres-
sion ‘humanitarian war’ was introduced, concentration
camps for immigrants are called  ‘welcome centres’ and
the prisoners inside these structures are called ‘guests’,

the closure of Regina Pacis would have been the same
because the real problem is not the way a CPT is man-
aged but its mere existence as a place where people are
locked up. For a long while now these places have been
called concentration camps even by the left that con-
tributed to creating them and by a large part of civil
society, without any practical consequences. The new
governors, who out of pure political calculation had
expressed their intention to vaguely ‘go beyond’ the
CPTs, have now changed their cards: this ‘going be-
yond’ is nothing else but a different setting. The CPTs
would be reduced in number, become more secure and
serve as prisons ‘only’ for the ‘irreducible’, that is to
say those who do not collaborate with the police to be
identified and voluntarily deported. A real disappoint-
ment for the people who voted the new governors. The
truth is, as the political class admit, that the CPTs are
necessary to the current politics of immigration. The
State cannot do without them, even if they represent
the total demystification of the democratic lie and show
how exclusion is at the base of democracy. As far as I
am concerned, this does not make any difference, as I
have always known that CPTs will disappear only if and
when we have the social strength to impose it. This is
the reason why, today like yesterday, I am continuing
my struggle against detention camps and deportation,
focusing my attention on the responsibility of those
(managers and collaborators) who allow their existence
and activity. Furthermore, I always bear well in mind
that there exists a strong link between CPT, permanent
war and the militarization of society.

The regime’s incessant propaganda has always used
fear as a means to produce consensus. The continuous
creation of a threat, highlighted according to the cir-
cumstances, justifies a more and more suffocating con-
trol over all aspects of life and allows power to intro-
duce more and more liberticidal laws. The enemy is ev-
erywhere, it is called ‘terrorist’ and can be an immigrant
or a revolutionary. Reality is turned upside down: those
who massacre entire populations in order to control
resources accuse those who struggle for freedom of
terrorism. But if terrorism is, according to its historical
definition, the indiscriminate use of violence aimed at
conquering and consolidating power, then it is well clear
that THE STATE IS THE TERRORIST!

Cristian Paladini
LECCE, June 28 2007

as Cesare Lodeserto, a ‘benefactor-jailer’ ex-director of
Regina Pacis did in this court. According to the stories
of many prisoners, the detention centre of San Foca
was a theatre of violence, beatings and abuse of all
kinds, especially after revolts had broken out. But even
if such atrocities had never occurred, my struggle for



33

Eight youths suspected of being members of a local
neo-Nazi cell that assaulted gays, foreign workers,
homeless people and men wearing ‘kippot’ were arrested
in Israel at the beginning of September. All but one are
non-Jewish immigrants from the Soviet Union who ar-
rived in Israel by the law of return—a grandparent, for
example, who was Jewish. Swastika posters, neo-Nazi
movies and explosives were apparently found in their
homes and they circulated pictures of themselves on
their mobile phones doing nazi salutes.

For a State that bases its reason for being upon the
Holocaust and the persecution of Jews throughout time,
the news obtained a shock effect. In fact, already in
2006 graffiti had appeared in the town of Petach Tikva,
home of the arrested, bearing the words ‘death to Jews’
and swastikas in red paint, and signed WP (white
power).

A closer look at some of the other things that go on
in the land of Zion puts things in quite a different per-
spective. Far from being a ‘special’ State with particu-
larly high moral values (apart from that annoying ques-
tion of having had to throw out the Palestinians, then
imprison, kill them or wall them up), Israel is like all other
modern democracies, i.e. thrives on the labour of slaves.
When the intifada ruined the slave markets of Arabs
from the occupied territories—who used to queue up
daily for work inside Israel, and were often locked up
inside their sleeping quarters by fearful Israeli bosses—
contracters looked elsewhere. They found what they
wanted in Romania and paid the passage of  men who
could not make a living in their own country. Deals were
also made with the Chinese government and tens of
thousands of Chinese slaves imported. Other immigrant
workers in Israel are from the Philippines, Thailand, other
east European countries as well as some African and
Latin american countries. On arrival, their passports are
confiscated. They live in conditions unfit for human
habitation, have meagre quantities of disgusting food
pushed under their doors or through bars, for which

Attacking the spoils of
the Israeli Colonisers
A group of Palestine solidarity activists and

anarchists entered the depot of Israeli export company
Carmel Agrexco in London... on July 15 and leafletted
workers concerning the provenance of the goods they
were handling: the Palestinian territories occupied by
the Israeli state. Demonstrators took down the Israeli
flag substituting it with the Palestinian one, whereas
the anarchists removed the UK flag and unfurled the
black flag of anarchy. Two people locked on to a truck
in the forecourt for four hours.

Similar actions have also taken on a stretch of road
outside their depot in.Hayes, Middlesex, such as that
on February 14 against imported flowers. Court action
against the 3 demonstrators from London and Brighton
who were arrested was dropped after it was ascertained
that the road belongs to the company, who will not
prosecute as they want to conceal their dirty trafficking
as far as possible  from the eyes of the not too demanding
British consumers and any eventuality of solidarity
towards the Palestinians.

These actions are interesting in that, as well as
disrupting the murderers’ ‘business as usual’ for a
moment, they put such places on the map for all to see.

 The black flag of anarchy is a timely reminder that
there can be NO STATE solution for the exploited
Palestinian—and Israeli—peoples, but a concerted
horizontal attack on both Israeli and Palestinian State,
politicians, armies, hierarchies, bosses and the exports
that finance and enrich the former, while the economy
of Gaza has been completely destroyed.

ers are living as illegal immigrants and it was reported
already years ago that the flora and fauna of Israel is
disappearing as starving people are eating whatever
they can find.

A handful of brainless idiots are stealing the show.
But in the shadows there exists a great choreography
of suffering and despair of those who do not belong to
the ‘chosen race’, and whose only public face is the
‘made in Israel’ that enhances the shelves of so many
supermarkets and lies behind beautiful bouquets for
light-hearted sweethearts.

Who are the Nazis?

large deductions from their pay are made. Babies born
to immigrants must leave the country within months of
birth, they have no rights at all in Israel. Since the crash
in the construction industry many of the imported work-
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Let’s destroy work!
No one who finds themself obliged to sell their

existence like merchandise has managed to dignify
their life through wage slavery

In Santiago, Chile, May 20, a few hours before the
presidential speech, two explosive devices detonated
in Santiago, one in the headquarters of the Party for
Democracy and another in front of the Inspectorate of
Labour. In spite of the damage caused, nobody was
injured. The device at the Inspectorate of Labour ex-
ploded at 11.30pm causing damage to the large win-
dows of the adjoining building, Hotel militar, as it had
been placed in the water metre between the two build-
ings. The attack was claimed in a leaflet left at the loca-
tion, in protest against labour legislation. The other
device went off at the Party of Democracy at 5.00am, in
the centre of Santiago.

Communique:
DOWN WITH WAGE LABOUR!!! Work never dig-

nifies anybody. Nobody who finds themself obliged to
sell their existence like merchandise has managed to
dignify their life through this wage-slavery. We will only
obtain freedom by destroying the bindings with which
they tie us to this criminal, slave society.The idea that
wage-labour dignifies corresponds to a fallacy. A fal-
lacy supported and diffused by the pseudo-revolution-
aries of the p.c. [Communist Party], those that have
historically sought their place in the bourgeois circus,

never having hesitated to become allies with the police
of the State to sell-out, repress and incarcerate the pos-
sibility of rebellion, believing that in this way they over-
come their sad condition as frustrated militants. We
laugh at the informer Inostroza, repulsive pastor of the
p.c.’s red police, and his weak flock of communist youth.
Be careful! You’re in our sights. States are built on blood.
8 years ago the pigs assassinated the student Daniel
Menco, and a few weeks ago they did it again, this time
with the worker Rodrigo Cisternas. But blood is never
sufficient for the State. It needs deaths to impose terror
and also adherence. It needs deaths that embody the
fatherland it invents, that it manufactures as patriotic
heroes defending fictitious borders only drawn up for
egotism and ambition, raising the patriotic and blood-
ied flag of the Chilean State, writing a false history.

May 21: The False Promises of the Tyrants - They
Will Not Extinguish the Social Insurrection! We want
the freedom to Control Our Lives, Our Thoughts, Our
Desires and Our Dreams. And in This Wanting, We
Destroy Their World and Build Ours. For the Incarcer-
ated: We Dynamite the Walls of the Prisons!!’

BANDA ANTIPATRIOTICA SEVERINO DI
GIOVANNI (Anti-Patriotic Band Severino Di Giovanni)

In Lexington, USA, 150 parking metres were sabo-
taged by militants of the Red and Anarchist Network
(RAAN). Here is their communique:

Friends, early this morning, warriors of the Red and
Anarchist Action Network (RAAN) used an industrial
bonding agent to sabotage and disable over 150 coin-
operated parking metres in downtown Lexington, Ken-
tucky. That we have provided an unexpected dose of
free parking in this city is not to say that we are in
favour of car culture, which turns our environment into
a dangerous and unfriendly place by removing us from
it—or that we want people to have an easier time com-
muting to their awful jobs, though we do earnestly hope
that our actions have brightened someone’s Friday. No,
we are always looking towards a world where both coins
and commuting are irrelevant. We wished only to dem-
onstrate how easily and instantaneously the militance
and ingenuity of those who struggle can alter those
same oppressive situations we take for granted day
after day. Our actions are meant to coincide with today’s

5th year anniversary of RAAN’s diverse radical activ-
ity as a dispersed insurrectionary network. We send
our warmest regards and heartfelt solidarity to all those
around the world who are continuing to build this unique
revolutionary tendency, always understanding its cul-
tural significance alobng the way. FOR SOCIAL
EQUALITY THROUGH SOCIAL UNREST! UP THE
NIHILISTIC ATTACK ON SOCIAL ORDER! Sincerely,
A bluegrass cell of the R.A.A.N.

Sabotage in the USA

Iceland Solidarity
On the morning of 20th July, the Icelandic consulate

on Queen St, Edinburgh was targeted by members of
'Saving Iceland'. Paint was thrown on the building, the
lock was glued and a message was affixed to the exterior
reading ‘The Whole World is Watching as Iceland
Bleeds’ was also painted on the steps. The action served
as response to recent acts of police brutality against
Saving Iceland activists in Reykjavik who continue to
oppose the assault on the Icelandic wilderness by heavy
industry.
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On Tuesday July 3, about 20 demonstrators threw
molotovs and fireworks at the hotel in Palermo, Sicily,
where the French leader of the fascist Front National,
Jean-Marie Le Pen was staying to participate in a semi-
nary dedicated to immigration. Significant security was
set up around the hotel and the bus that transported
the participants after a press conference during which
Le Pen vociferated: ‘Immigration causes poverty in all
countries. Many measures could be taken to safeguard
our cultural identity and our European traditions’. The
seminary, organised by the extreme right group of the
European parliament, Identity, Tradition, Sovreignty
(ITS) lasted four days.  The Italian neo-fascist site
Fiamma Tricolore had informed that a visit was fore-
seen in Palermo and the island of Lampedusa where
many clandestine migrants disembark. The aim of the
seminary was ‘to look for solutions to the serious prob-
lem of clandestine immigration in Italy, entrance to Eu-
rope for uncontrollable migratory fluxes’.  Eurodeputies
of the Italian, French, Belgian, Bulgarian and Rumanian
extreme right were all part of the delegation.

During the night of Friday July 6, a group of activists
converged on Britain’s last remaining GM trial site just
outside Cambridge. After scaling the security fences
they destroyed the crop of genetically modified pota-
toes. A similar trial had been planned for Hull but was
abandoned earlier in the year after a strong campaign
and great concern from nearby farmers. The destruc-
tion of the Cambridge crop means that Britain is now
GM free. Or is it?

No (GM) potatoes today Warm welcome for Le Pen
 and co. in Sicily

Residents of the village of Lymbia in southern Cyprus
tried to stop mechanical diggers, stoned vehicles of
construction crews and police and blocked the Nicosia-
Larnaca highway for 15 hours in April, in protest against
plans to build a waste disposal unit. They insist that
the EU-mandated project, consisting of a landfill, recy-
cling and waste sorting plants and an organic waste
composting facility, poses a grave health risk. The area
turned into a battlefield on Tuesday, when 500 protest-
ors blocked the main highway between Larnaca and
Nicosia with rocks and burning tyres strewn across the
highway, with the addition of burning vehicles thrown
down from an overpass.Women and children blocked
the four lanes to and from the capital town, causing
traffic mayhem. Residents had already handed back their
voting books to the government in protest against the
project, which has gone ahead regardless.

Rebellion against waste
disposal unit in Cyprus

Ironically, if I hadn’t chosen to fight back in jail,
and suffer the consequences, I doubt that I would
have survived. Had I conformed and submitted in
the vain hope that such ‘model prisoner’
behaviour would be rewarded with a reasonably
early release, I’d have withered and died as a
proud human being and lost the essence of my
humanity To submit to repression is to die men-
tally, emotionally, spiritually, and in every way
that defines us as human beings...I would sooner
die here with my dignity, self-respect and belief
system intact, than skulk out of here broken and
tugging my forelock to the system, terrified of my
own shadow and devoid of hope.       John Bowden

In Spain, one machine belonging to Luxender, in-
volved in a project of urbanisation next to the natural
park of Sierra Mariola, was burnt and two more were
damaged. This is not the first time, ‘nor will it be the last’
as the project to build 500 houses is advanced, and the
promoters want to enlarge it by destroying two more
zones.

...Meanwhile, 5th October is the date fixed for police
to evict the selfmanaged social centre Casas Viejas in
Seville. A demo has been called for 29/09.

Spain, on speculation,
sabotage and eviction
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Like all advanced capitalist economies, Japan has
undergone massive restructuring in recent years. Many
factories were moved overseas and when the economic
bubble burst in the early 1990s, masses of factory and
construction workers were literally thrown on to the
streets. Three quarters of the homeless in Japan are
men aged 50 to 60 years, too young to collect a pen-
sion, too old to compete for the fewer and fewer jobs in
construction and the remaining factories. The result
has been a proliferation of shanty towns in parks in
cities such as Tokyo and Osaka: tens of thousands,
possibly hundreds of thousands, of people, mainly
middle-aged men, living under tents made out of blue
vinyl sheets.

Japanese urban centres are a showcase to capitalist
mores—use, consume, discard—in all their absurd cru-
elty. Futuristic high tech skyscrapers that house banks,
corporations, luxury hotels, shopping centres, etc.; and
those who built it all lying on the ground under blue
vinyl sheets.

However, the existence of this vast ‘leopard spot’
extension of shanty towns has brought two things to
the fore: the dogged capacity of human beings to adapt
to the most appalling conditions of life, and manifesta-
tions of solidarity. Support groups for rough sleepers
began around 1994, the year of the eviction that hap-
pened around Shinjuku West Exit (Tokyo). They are
organised locally around self-defence, fighting evic-
tion, mutual aid. The more combative groups are com-
posed of anarchists and libertarians, and these com-
rades have also become the object of State repression,
which has got harsher in general over the past decade.

When Japan wants to ‘put on a good face’ interna-
tionally, cops and private security guards are mobilised
to evict the tent dwellers and destroy their meagre pos-
sessions. One such case is that of January 30,  2006 in
Osaka, when 1,000 cops and security guards attempted
to evict a small group of homeless people from two
public parks so that preparations could be made for the
World Rose Convention and for an urban greening event
to be held later in the year in the western port. 5 people
involved in the occupation movement were arrested
last October and released after eight months without
charge. This year, NK, a well known activist, member of
the Kamagasaki Patrol which opposed evictions and
fought the adminstration’s bureaucratic attacks on the
homeless to deprive them of any benefits etc. on was
arrested on pretextuous charges, clearly to get him out
of the way before a protest against the World Champi-
onship in Athletics was due to take place. Since then

more evictions have taken place so that the millions of
couch sports fans around the world haven’t had cath-
ode images of physical perfection disturbed by visions
of tired old men emerging from under blue tarpaulans.

Happily, ‘N’ has just been released from prison.
The fate of the tent dwellers remains as precarious

as ever.
Revolutionary solidarity with the Japanese tent dwell-

ers and comrades!

16 July, Tesco supermarket in the Eastville area of
Bristol was evacuated following the discovery of a
suspicious package at 7.45am. Bomb disposal teams
arrived at the scene in the morning and a 400 metre
cordon was erected around the great temple to
exploitation and consumerism.

Already the chain had shut 14 outlets for the whole
of Saturday following extortion demands. Thousands
of customers and staff were evacuated on Saturday
afternoon following bomb threats. According to the
press, specific threats were made and there had been
demands for large sums of money.  The closures are
estimated to have lost the company more than 2 million
pounds in sales.

Tesco controls one third of supermarket sales and
made over £2.5 billion pounds profit from people primary
needs, not to mention the devastation and suffering
involved in aquiring their wares in the first place. They
also have the largest data bank on householders in the
UK.

The culprit? ‘Someone with a grudge against Tesco’.
Could be any one of a few million.

Tesco shut down

Athletics in Japan: tent dwellers evicted,
comrades arrested
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DRUGS: WHAT TO DO?
The following are a few thoughts of an habitual consumer of ‘drugs’. And

as such, my reply to the question posed in the title of this article is : do it. In
fact, beyond the opinions of the many experts and laws that are being passed

to regulate the matter, the free choice to dispose of one’s life as one best
considers, for better and for worse, remains for me the most important point.

I recently happened to find in a well known English
newspaper yet another demonising article concerning
my favourite drug: ‘The use of cannabis increases the
risk of becoming schizophrenic by 40%’. The scientific
research at the base of this affirmation establishes that
smoking cannabis can cause mental problems even
many years after one stops using it and that a sample of
800 people afflicted with schizophrenia would never

critical and ambiguous.As far as this latest enlightened
research is concerned, its foundation is completely com-
promised by the fact that every research is commis-
sioned by men of State thereby representing a further
suffocating intrusion of power into people’s  individual
and collective lives. When cannabis is mentioned then,
essential distinctions should be made that no research
or newspaper article show up. There are various kinds
of marjuana: the various species that I call chemical,
such as ‘skunk’ and others of its sisters, and the good
dear grass planted and cultivated in a natural way with
natural seeds, the effect of which cannot be other than
beneficial.. And any eminent scientist that maintains
the contrary is simply an imposter, one who has never
smoked a spliff of good grass in his life and boasts on
without have the slightest notion of what he is talking
about.

Now I would like to point out how the classic dis-
tinction between ‘light’ and ‘heavy’ drugs is fictitious
and functional only to the requirements of the legisla-
tors.

That certain drugs do more harm than others is an
undeniable fact, but it is just as undeniable that others,
even among those that are harmful, procure pleasure.
This is not an apology for narcotics; me too, I have
seen devastating effects... and not on myself, as I have
always made a conscious use and never allowed my
free will to be in any way contitioned by them. The main
point is precisely this: the relationship that the con-
sumer of substances establishes with the latter. Any
drug can lead to the ruination of whoever uses it, if this
someone becomes dependent on it and makes exces-
sive and inappropriate use of it. The scientists of power
probably know that, but prefer to ignore the fact that
the main cause of the negative effects caused by drugs
doesn’t depend on the latter but on the person using
them. And that is why in Italy as in other countries
prohibitionist positions are hypocritically adopted con-
cerning all narcotics and rehabilitation programmes are
istituted for drug addicts, when they are not directly
thrown in prison. All to safeguard the individual and
the collective health of the citizen.As if it were not the
State itself to be directly responsible for spreading tox-

Serenace®
~haloperidol

have contracted the condition had they not smoked
cannabis.Not by chance, this data was published the
day following the proposal of the new English govern-
ment to reclassify marjuana from being a ‘class C’ drug
to ‘class B’, i.e. more dangerous and subject to greater
criminalisation.But that is not what I want to talk about,
anyway we know how the State has every interest in
penetrating every aspect of the life of individuals to
keep their emotions under control. And we also know
how the State is involved with the various mafia of drug
dealing and how its approach to them is always hypo-
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ins that in my opinion are far more harmful than any
drug. And what to say, moreover, of all the perfectly
legal substances produced by the pharmaceutical in-

dustries with the pretext of curing illnesses caused by
lifestyles imposed, once again, by power?

Just as deplorable are the anti-prohitionist positions
all in favour of the legalisation of ‘light’ drugs.As a
passionate smoker, I cannot but repulse with all my
might the idea of a law destined to regulate my pleasure
and establish the quantities and modalities of it.In no
case, then, would I come out into the streets, as they
say, to reclaim the promulgation of any law. Moreover,
the few ‘progressive’ governments that legalise, up to a
certain point, the use of drugs are not in my opinion
very different from the most reactionary governments:
it is always a question of States whose main interest is
conserving themselves and the power relations they
are based on.

I certainly can’t deny that there exists a social prob-
lem linked to the consumption of stupefying substances.
In the big cities and the tiny villages of the provinces,
many young and not so young people prefer to evade
daily reality through the ‘high’ and make the substances
they become dependent on the main reason for their
existence. This however does not mean that the drugs
with which they annihilate their existence are the cause
of the ruination that they inflict upon themselves. I
would like to repeat that no drug, including those de-
fined heavy, can ever take away from the individual

awareness of themselves and their surroundings.There
are in fact consumers of substances who remain per-
fectly aware of the mechanisms of exploitation upon
which the present reality is based, mechanisms which
among other things produce drug dealing and their
buying and selling in a market that many governments
have every interest in keeping clandestine.And although
being ‘drug addicts’ they maintain their capacity and
will to act according to a given project. Then there are
consumers who lose all cognition of reality, but that

depends exclusively on their own weakness, which they
are the only ones responsible for and which would con-
dition their lives even if they did not consume sub-
stances.

If a ‘drug problem’ exists therefore, its solution is
certainly not in repressive laws or the various ‘commu-
nities’, or even less in the legalisation of substances:
the solution can only come through the destruction of
the State and power.

This conviction of mine is not in the least affected
by the fact that me too I am a ‘drug addict’, according to
the definition that the scientists of power would at-
tribute to me if they were to meet me.        B. Porkoddio

Rivotril®
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It has been said, not mistakenly, that those who
do most harm in this world are those who try to do
most good. Still today, with increasing isolation and
atomisation of individuals, there are people around
who decide to ruin their lives with excessive altru-

ism. Always with the best of intentions, they set
out to try to remedy the ills they see before them.
They can even be paid by the State for doing so,
and this is one of the great swindles of capital: it
imposes conditions of untold suffering, and, through
its ally the State, paves the way for it to be pro-
longed in time, rationalised and reformed.

Prison, a superlative weapon in the arsenal of
the bosses of the planet for the past few hundred
years, is a fine example of this marriage of repres-
sion and reform. From the time that reclusion be-
came an arm of capital in dealing with its increas-
ingly impoverished and dispossessed masses, there
have been those who, unable to remain indifferent
to the appalling conditions, rather than put their
own privileges on the line and fight for the com-
plete upturning of a world capable of such atroc-
ity, dedicated much of their efforts to the descrip-
tion and rationalization of such infamy.

Erected in full view of the poor, the primary role
of the prison was to threaten by its very existence.
Deportation and public executions were surpassed
by events (the end of the American colonies, the

danger presented by the rabble who were sup-
posed to reap moral benefit from the executioner’s
antics) giving way to great impenetrable fortresses,
often in the centre of towns, to act both as a deter-
rent and place of separation. This led to a great
army of social and religious reformers intent on
redeeming the poor disgraced ones.

One of the great moral philosophers of England,
Jeremy Bentham, was to mark his place in the
history of repression as the inventor of the
Panopticon, where all prisoners could be controlled
by one guard, and were unable to know exactly
when they were being observed. A giant step for
humanity. Social orthopaedics became the predomi-
nant aim of prison. The prisoner was not just to
languish in inactivity, but must learn to appreciate the
nobility of work and submission to authority.

However, by the very fact that they are recep-
tacles of large numbers of people held against their
will, and without the consensus of large areas of
exploited outside who have nothing to gain from
their existence, these great edifices of human cru-
elty were moved out to the most barren suburbs.
Prison no longer needs to be seen, or even con-
templated, in order to serve its function. With the
advance of capital, religion and the work ethic, the
majority of the exploited now live within the para-
digms of the law, not through direct fear of going
to prison, but because they believe it is ‘right’ for
them to do so, and are able to see to their basic
needs within the parametres of exploitation: work,
pay, suffer, complain, but go back to work or re-
ceive State benefits and struggle to survive...

Law took the place of ethical choice… if some-
thing is legal, it is ‘right’, illegal, it is ‘wrong’…
and so the crimes of the State and capital—

Prison: abolish or destroy?
The plan is to empty the prisons of the great majority of prisoners and throw them back into

the prison-society using the technology of isolation and control; and for the minority of

irreducible rebels, keep them inside for ever. What is being presented as ‘progress’ is

nothing other than the advance and spread of repression. This is what the abolitionists are

really subscribing to: ‘change everything so that everything remains the same’.
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widescale plunder and mass murder—by falling
into the domain of legality, are considered just the
normal way of things. Needless to say, the bound-
aries between legality and illegality are not abso-
lute. Many of the activities of the exploited come
close to, or enter, illegality – the area defined as
petty crime or delinquency. But the law could never
be enforced in absolute without the whole machin-
ery of capital drawing to a halt. At the same time,
without the underlying threat of prison, the whole
legal mystification would be a joke.

So, prison is not just an infamous building built
of stone or reinforced concrete, an nauseating con-
tainer of suffering where the most abject moments
of humanity are lived out in silence and out of view,
it is inseparable from other repressive institutions
such as the State, the judiciary, religion, school. It
is thus an indispensable part of the whole rela-
tional flux the of the class war in act. And this is
the only way to approach prison if we are anar-
chists, revolutionaries and social fighters. Woe if
we were to extract this great monument to human
misery from its whole context and consider it a
‘thing in itself’in the vein of the sociologist, psy-
chologist or social reformer. These people need
prisons, we do not.

Of course, as we have said, prison is also an
entity that has been constructed in the logic of im-

by chance often referred to as ‘another planet’ by
those inside) that has the sole purpose of keeping
individuals separate from the rest of the world and,
as far as possible, from each other.

However, in line with the development of the
rest of postindustrial society, prisons and its sup-
porting structures are now undergoing significant
change. On the one hand they are opening up to
the world outside for the prisoners who are pre-
pared to participate in their own imprisonment, and
closing down absolutely on those who choose to
live against or beyond the law and continue to do
so within the prison walls, preferring to preserve their
dignity rather than subscribe to a promise of getting
out before their time, groveling and on their knees.

Life on the outside is also becoming increas-
ingly controlled through the extended use of cam-
eras and curfews, breaking down the precise
boundary that once existed between prison and
the rest of society. Nevertheless, prisons are un-
doubtedly fortresses and the conditions for getting
nearer to the gate are still long and protracted.
Proof must be given of good behaviour and a de-
sire to let oneself be recuperated into a situation of
passivity and dialogue with the institution. But once
undertaken, this path leads to an infinity of possi-
bilities, each of which depends on a continual as-
sessment of individual behaviour undertaken in the
first place by that most iniquitous of all human be-
ings, the screw. It takes little effort to imagine the
effects of this dual power in the hands of such vile
creatures. Not only do they hold the key to the
cell, they can also directly affect the length of your
sentence and the quality of your permanence be-
hind bars. All prisoners have files, like hospital
notes, and these are constantly updated and ac-
company them throughout their trajectory in the
underworld. Prison authority is stupid and petty,
enforced by stupid, petty cowardly individuals, mere
cogs in the state machinery who are rarely taken
to task for their actions. The slightest sign of non-
compliance by prisoners is immediately signaled
and the culprits are quickly singled out as rebels,
agitators or troublemakers because the scum of
the earth who are prepared to lock people up be-
hind bars for years on end for a miserable wage

penetrability and absolute containment.  Reinforced
walls within walls, within walls; bars, keys, elec-
tronic circuits, armed guards, radio control, etc.,
all contribute to the existence of a structure (not
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are lazy bastards who want to have as little trouble
as possible. They are also shit scared of the ever
present eventuality of mutiny or insurrection. For
this reason, and given that the new technologies
make it possible, prisons, like all the great recep-
tacles of human suffering, are destined to disap-
pear. as such

In the meantime, the immediate project of prison
is to change the culture inside the walls from one
of resistence such as that experienced in the eighties
in many parts of the world, to one of conformity
and aquiescence. This is what the do-gooders are
subscribing to when they campaign for improve-
ments inside the prisons. TV in the cell, yes, but
this can be used as the carrot to keep you in line,
to keep you from showing solidarity to your fellow
prisoners or rebelling to get your basic human
rights.

Now the pressure is on to empty the prisons of
the great majority of prisoners, isolating people and
throwing them back into the ghettos that are the
source of the illbeing that put them inside in the
first place, and, for the minority of irreducible
rebels, keep them inside for ever.. And they need
a great operation by all the fabricators of opinion
to gain consensus for such a gigantic move in so-
cial terms. The technology is ready, minds are not.

This is where the abolitionists can play their part.
Many of them are recycled militants from the
struggles of the sixties and seventies, and some
have known the inside of the prison walls them-
selves. They have convinced themselves that they
‘lost the war’ and capitalism is no longer in crisis,
so nothing remains but to change it from within,
smoothing out the most distasteful and ugly sores
such as prison. For them the underlying basis of
prison, the judiciary and the law, are not put in ques-
tion. Even less the repressive social institutions of
the State that will be called to readjust their role
from sentencing to negotiating sanctions with of-
fended parties, those affected by the ‘crimes’.
Clearly this is ultimately in the interests of the State
that has already embarked along the road of prison
abolition, without calling it such for reasons of con-
sensus.  Already in the US and the UK thousands
of prisoners have been released before the end of

their term on the condition that they submit to elec-
tronic tagging and curfews. There is a project un-
derway in England to release about 60,000 prison-
ers and set them to do unpaid work while wearing
fluorescent yellow jackets emblazoned with ‘Com-
munity Payback’. In London the proposal is that
they should work on preparations and buildings for
the Olympic games in 2012. Offenders will be in-
vited to sign a ‘going straight’ contract, and those
who prove themselves trustworthy will be allowed
concessions and supervision with tracking devices
with global positioning satellite.

Science and technology therefore, along with
penal reform and abolitionism, are paving the way
for the new reality of control.

Wider and wider strata are becoming unpredict-
able and the law is not a suitable instrument for
keeping them under control. Administrative rules
are now being applied as moral codes of behaviour,

taking the place of law, as science takes over in
the domain of social control. For science people
are products of unseen forces and are not respon-
sible for their actions. We are no longer in the
realm of rationalism, voluntarism and acts of will
that were at the basis of the enlightenment and
law. To commit a ‘crime’ is a symptom that one is
sick or  crazy, antisocial or simply deviant. One
becomes a criminal that must be redressed, re-
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educated and processed.  Above all one must be
held until one thinks, feels and acts ‘cor-
rectly’.There are thousands of people in prisons in
the UK, not for having ‘committed a crime’, but
for breaking Anti-social behaviour orders
(ASBOs). This takes us back to our original dis-
course concerning the polarization of the present
prison population and the differentiation and vari-
ous degrees of confinement to the point of annihi-
lation behind the prison walls.

 The final aim of power is the elimination of pris-
ons, and, for the irreducible outlaws, the determined,
conscious lawbreakers, special units that need no
longer offend sensitive souls by being referred to
as prisons, that could more fittingly be defined as
mental asylums.

Time is no longer on our side. We must act now,
analytically, theoretically and above all in deed to
attack and destroy the restructuring of repression
and social control.

The struggle against prison can only be a revo-
lutionary struggle whose aim is the latter’s destruc-
tion along with the law, the judiciary, the technol-
ogy of control and all the other structures of the
State and capital. This means that we must look at

the processes in act in depth but put them back
into the context of the social clash in its entirety.
Prison is everywhere and must be brought into

whatever struggle we decide to undertake, where
every destructive moment becomes a moment of
freedom, in which all prison walls dissolve and we
are at one with our beloved rebels and comrades.

No to the Evictions!
We will continue dreaming,
we will continue squatting

These were the slogans painted on to the walls of
the offices of 30 real estate agents July 18 in Madrid.
The locks of each of the premises had been sealed with
glue during the night and claims left announcing ‘We
try with this action to make visible the existing conflict
between real estate and the occupied social centres’.
The actions were carried out in solidarity with the self-
organised squatted social centre ‘La Alarma’, which is
threatened with eviction.

‘They know us and we know all their names and
faces. Most of them find it easier to speak with us than
with the police. In that sense we are a good link be-
tween the population and the police’ : these are the
words of one of the ‘community protection officers’
who monitor the city centre of Nottingham, referring to
licensed sellers of the Big Issue as reported in a recent
issue of the paper that rightly defines itself Street Trade,
not Street Aid. Also mutual aid or solidarity.

‘Under the umbrella of ASBOs’... ‘We were having
some fairly regular conversations with the vendors
during patrols, and so we would hear about this person
who had been begging, or this other one who had gone
back on drugs, etc.’ In exchange, the Big Issue vendors
can count on the officers to deal with people who are
selling the paper without a licence.

So, in the world of included and excluded, it takes just
one rung up the ladder from despair to be embraced and
protected by this society of shopkeepers and narks.

News from ASBO land
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We want John free, but the struggle for one prisoner must comprise a struggle against
all prisons, at all times, everywhere, until they are finally raized to the ground.

FREE JOHN BOWDEN NOW!

As a young man, John Bowden was arrested for com-
mitting a murder along with two other men.

The circumstances of the event are not well known
to us. We don’t set ourselves up as moral adjudicators
concerning the past actions of others that had roots in
the individual’s particular conditions of life, which they

have accepted responsibility for,
lived with and gone beyond. What
we do know is that John has been
held for 25 years now and that his
co-imputees were released a long
time ago. We also know that in
prison it’s not so much how you
get in that counts—apart from rare
totally abject cases that prisoners
themselves deal with by getting rid
of the pollution one way or an-
other—as how you relate to your
fellow inmates and the attitude you

have to the screws.
During his imprisonment, John has suffered all kinds

of violence inflicted on him by the latter and has spent
long periods in isolation. Why this disparity of treat-
ment? Why have the two men who committed the same
crime been released whereas John has been held for
such a long time?

The fact is, John was not indifferent to the violence
committed day after day inside the prison walls. Having
entered the prison as a murderer, he soon became aware
of the brutality and injustice that reign inside the jails
and started speaking out in defence of prisoners all
around the world. In other words, he became more and
more conscious of the system of exploitation upon which
the prison system and the whole society outside it are
based. And he has never kept silent. He has always
been in the front line every time he witnessed abuse
against prisoners. He has participated in revolts and
written poignant and true words in support of prison-
ers’ rebellion, also showing unconditional solidarity
towards struggles carried out in the world outside. That
is the reason why he has been punished by the system

for so long: for his courage, his awareness and his de-
termination to struggle against injustice.

Eventually, however, after 25 years he was moved to
an open prison from where he was allowed to get out to
work and was soon to be released. But the system could
not tolerate the fact that John has never bowed down

to its brutality and found the oc-
casion to put him back in a closed
prison. Relying on the statements
of a social worker, John was la-
belled a ‘terrorist’ who had con-
tacts with ‘terrorist organisations’
(the Anarchist Black Cross!), a
prisoner ‘at risk’ with no right to
regain freedom.

It goes without saying that
John can count on our solidarity
and support, which we also
showed by taking part in an ini-

tiative organised outside the Parole Board office in Lon-
don. Any action of solidarity to prisoners is welcome
but we would like to point out that the main point is the
struggle towards the destruction of all prisons and de-
tention centres, for the freedom of all prisoners. Many
social rebels have been inside for decades and have
little hope of even getting even as far as the parole
board. We do not want to focus everything on the per-
sonality and history of one single prisoner or hold plac-
ards with the sole intent that they be filmed, and that
few will see apart from those who surf the websites
where they are displayed.

That day the very few London anarchists who at-
tended the initiative did not just want John Bowden
free. In fact, we were there not only for John but for all
the people who are locked up in jails and for all immi-
grants imprisoned in immigration detention centres. We
want John free, but we honestly do not feel like beg-
ging some parole board for his release. The struggle for
one prisoner must comprise a struggle against all pris-
ons, at all times, everywhere, until they are finally raized
to the ground.
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To the last breathe
We are against prison also because it has taken too

many days, months, or years, or too many friends, un-
known or comrades. Like Daniele Casalini and Francesco
Gioia, arrested 12 June accused of robbery. Daniel was
free after months and months of house arrest following
a repressive operation May 4 2006 related to the sabo-
tage of a pylon (for which Costantino Ragusa is still
imprisoned in Voghera prison, and four other comrades
are still under house arrest); Francesco had just been
acquitted at the appeal trial against the COR, after years
signed by house arrest, extradition, detention in the
prison of Spoleto. Yet another repressive chapter al-
ready marked by transfers, in the attempt to remove him
and isolate him from his family, his dear ones and their
social context. Daniele is in Parma prison under the EIV
regime and Francesco is in the prison of Sollicciano in
the High Security section.We will continue, as always,
to be accomplices and in solidarity with Daniele,
Francesco, Costantino and all those who want to trans-
form this society built on endless wars, exploitation
and criminal plunder of countries, daily pollution and
continual environmental catastrophes.

We will continue, as always, to give solidarity to all
the prisoners who put up with daily and struggle against
the violence of prison, the outrage, abuse and isolation
against the differentiated  and those in punitive regimes
such as article 41bis and the EIV; against the cruel death
sentenced diluted in time, the abhorrant torture of ‘life
without remission’.

We will continue, along with them, beyond specific
accusations, far from the logic of innocence/guilt, to
love freedom. For all and in every part of the world. And
to fight for them against those who have always perse-
cuted them in order to arrest them and lock them up.
Exactly, right to the last breathe.

anarchists of Via del Cuore, Rebels of Pietrasanta,
Severino Di Giovanni Archive, Giumura giubox.
www.giumuragiubox.org

Daniele Casalini
Casa Circondariale
via Burla 59
43100 Parma, Italy

Francesco Gioia
c.c. Sollicciano
via Girolamo Minervini 2/R
50142  Firenze Sollicciano (FI) Italy

Freedom for Jose and
Gabriel!

In prison, time is desire. It is a waiting. A waiting for
something that breaks through the waiting. It is waiting
for life. Something that makes you feel, something that
might inspire you. Something that takes you a step fur-
ther in spite of the dragging routine, in spite of the dead
environment. It is a waiting and a looking for a confir-
mation of being human, there where prison tries to de-
stroy you, tries to subjugate you... tries to resocialize
you. It’s there where you feel their lies and hypocracy
cutting through their impotence. It’s there where the
curtain of the spectacle falls and the truncheon becomes
tangible. The truncheon we all know but do not always
see or want to see.
Already, for more than 20 years, Jose and Gabriel stood
face to face with this violence, and now already more
than 3 years in Germany. It’s now almost 2 years since
the sentences of respectively 14 and 13 years were
passed. Long sentences for an escape from yet more
imprisonment by briefly taking hostages during a con-
frontation with the police. Both escaped a couple of
months after an imprisonment of 20 years in the gulag
of the Spanish state. Both wanted to be free and finally
continue the struggle outside that they had been fight-
ing inside. Both stayed true to the anarchist struggle
and its principles, in spite of years of being locked up in
the infamous FIES isolation regime, and for that they
have to pay with more prison, now in Germany. Of
course the judges didn’t listen to their past, they only
used it as an argument against them. They were con-
victed because they are anarchists and we can’t forget
that.
In the meantime they’re under a regime of permanent
control. Jose already went through 4 prisons and often
has to undergo restrictive measures. After a series of
conflicts with the prison authorities, for 4 months, he
can only get visits behind glass. This was originally
supposed to be for three months, when they found him
with cannabis after a visit. Recently though, this turned
into a permanent ‘security measure’. Jose refuses to
accept visits behind glass. Judicial steps were taken
against this measure but these can drag on for a while.
Gabriel’s situation is similar. He describes his regime as
‘...similar to FIES (and in some perspectives even worse).’
We call for an international mobilisation in solidarity
with Jose and Gabriel and with all prisoners in struggle.
The 29th of September there are demonstrations planned
at the prisons of Rheinbach and Aachen in Germany
(more information later). We call on everyone to be
present, but it’s the decision of the comrades in the
street to express their solidarity as they see fit. We can’t
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On May 1 2007, 700 police officers from ten different regional forces from across
the UK carried out raids in a number of houses and arrested 32 fighters for animal
liberation. The arrests were apparently the result of a two years investigation into
campaigns against Huntingdon Life Sciences (HLS), the infamous laboratory that
tortures and kills animals to be used in the most varied experiments. Approximately
one third of those arrested were charged with blackmail in relation to their anti-HLS
campaigning. Three of the founders of Stop Huntingdon Life Cruelty UK (SHAC),
Gregg, Natasha and Heather, have been remanded in custody and are being
charged with ‘Conspiracy to Blackmail’.
The police operation was backed by the FBI, which is also engaged in repressive
activity against animal rights fighters in the USA. Recently 7 activists of SHAC USA
have been sentenced to several years’ imprisonment, not to mention other police
operations led against environmental and animal liberation activists in the USA (one
of the most infamous being ‘Operation Backfire, December 2005).
It would take too long to examine these repressive attacks in detail, which can
however be found in the website reported below. And then it is always the same
story: when power is seriously threatened and the most vital interests of capital
are at risk, massive actions of repression burst out, houses are raided and people
are arrested.
It is well known that vivisection, the torture and murder of living beings that cannot
speak for themselves, serves the interests of the pharmaceutical and cosmetic
industries.So-called scientific research is also aimed at nourishing such busi-
nesses and has no real beneficial effect on human lives, as proved by the many
accidents that have occured where tests were conducted on humans after having
been inflicted on animals. Moreover, most diseases are direct consequences of the
ecological and social collapse towards which all of us are directed, which means
that they are created by the same system responsible for vivisection, for polluting
industries and for the most horrible ecological disasters of our time.
For this reason we want to express our unconditional solidarity to the animal rights
fighters struck by repression because we think that any animal freed from a lab of
torture, any company that is forced to dissociate itself from the infamous practise
of animal testing and any structure of pollution that is sabotaged are little steps
towards the destruction of this system of death and exploitation.

FREE ALL PRISONERS

FREE ALL ANIMALS

FIRE TO ALL LABS OF TORTURE

A few Brixton anarchists

Also see
www socialwar net
www spiritoffreedom org uk

Gregg Avery TA7450
HMP Winchester
Romesey Road
Winchester SO22 5DF
England

Natasha Avery VM484
HMP Bronzefield
Woodthorpe Road
Ashford Middx TW15 3JZ
England

Heather Nicholson VM4859
HMP Bronzefield
Woodthorpe Road
Ashford Middx TW15 3JZ
England

forget our prisoners. We can have our differences but
should never forget what we stand for. Against seclu-
sion and exclusion. For international solidarity.
For anarchy.

More info about the trial, FIES, etc can be found on:
www.escapeintorebellion.info

DESTROY ALL VIVISECTION LABS
On the recent raids against animal liberators

Jose Fernandez Delgado
JVA Rheinbach
Aachenerstrasse 47
D - 53359 Rheinbach

Gabriel Pombo Da Silva
JVA Aachen
Krefelderstrasse 251
D - 52070 Aachen Happiness

20/09/07- Sicily,
seven Tunisian
fishermen go on trial
for the crime of
rescuing 44 migrants
from drowning. They
are accused of aiding
and abetting illegal
immigration and if
convicted face 1-15
years in jail.
30 miles south of the
island of Lampedusa,
Italy, the crew were
woken by screams
for help and saw a
rubber boat full of
people including 11
women and 2
children. Once the
people were on board
the captain radioed
Lampedusa, but an
Italian coastguard
vessel prevented
them from entering
Italian territorial
waters.
The Tunisian
captain, Abdelkarim
Bayoudh stated that
he had no regrets,
and that there were
children and preg-
nant women in the
dignhy, who once
rescued hungrily ate
and drank everything
on board. ‘I’m so
happy about what I
did’ was his answer
to the authorities.
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A few words on Katsiaficas

The Subversion of Politics
European Autonomous Social Movements
and the Decolonization of Everyday Life

AK Press

The Subversion of Politics analyses the ‘autono-
mous movements’, otherwise defined as ‘social move-
ments’ that spread across central Europe from 1969 to
1996 and whose history, according to the author, repre-
sents the most outstanding example to those who be-
lieve that ‘global transformation is possible’.

Having read only the chapter concerning the ‘au-
tonomous movements’ in Italy, my notes on this book
will be obviously incomplete and partial. In spite of
this, however, I think I can draw a few general consider-
ations about Katsiaficas’s approach to the question of
‘social movements’.

Katsiaficas is an academic who treats subversion as
a matter of study. Moreover his perspective is obvi-
ously anti-global and centred on the necessity of gov-
erning the world in a better way. In fact he gives great
emphasis to all collective manifestations of anger and
never mentions the importance of individual acts of
rebellion. In this book, for example, direct action is sys-
tematically attributed to masses of people who occa-
sionally demonstrate in the streets and it is never seen
as sabotage and individual action. This book certainly
demonstrates sympathy and enthusiasm towards so-
cial struggles, but it does not contain any real ‘tension’
as regards the latter.

In the preface to the AK edition the author says:
‘The accumulation of decades of struggles against cor-
porate globalization means today that the progressives

Alfredo Bonanno
arrested ...then released ...and
now what?

A few weeks ago, Alfredo Bonanno, editor of
Anarchismo editions, received notification from the court
of Padova that he had been sentenced to one year and
two months’ prison. At the same time, he received noti-
fication from the same court of Padova that the above
verdict was null and void because the hearing had taken
place in his absence, as they had put the wrong time on
his summons. So, he went to the police station in Trieste
to clarify the situation. He was arrested on the spot and
whisked off to Trieste prison.

Alfredo had been transferred to house arrest from
the same prison of Trieste where he had been held since
April 2004, doing a 6 year sentence for robbery and
‘subversive propaganda’ as a result of the infamous
‘Marini trial’. The transfer was on medical grounds and
while under house arrest he benefitted from the 2
years’general pardon given to nearly all prisoners in
Italian jails last year, and was subsequently released.
But the particular accountacy of Italian justice had de-
cided that he still owes them some of his life and that
this is to be expiated behind bars regardless of his age,
state of health or paternal obligations. The reasons given
for this apparent vendetta towards a comrade portrayed
as the devil incarnate by the Italian media on every
possible occasion: successful surgery, no visible signs
of repentence and temporary residence at the home of
an anarchist with ‘grave terrorist precedents’.

Now, that comrade has a clean penal slate and the
only brush with the law in recent times that he can
remember is an early morning raid, along with dozens of
other anarchists all over Italy, during the Lecce trial,
which, as in all the other cases, had no judicial out-
come. Nevertheless, the ‘T’ word never ceases to acti-
vate the testosterone of the zealous servants of power
and on August 11 Alfredo found himself in prison, with
the prospect of not seeing the light of day for another
fourteen months.

On sending an official communication to the court of
Padova informing them that he was in possession of a
document notifying him that the sentence he was now
serving was null and void, and that he had effectively
been kidnapped, he was immediately released.

The hearing has now been fixed for October.
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and the radicals are being elected across the continent’.
I do not think that this is a point to be proud of. First of
all it is not through elections that the system has to be
fought but it is through direct struggle; secondly there
is not any real difference between ‘progressives’ and
‘radicals’ on the one hand and conservatives and reac-
tionaries on the other. As far as I am concerned, once
they are part of the system of representation and are
elected they all act in the same direction.

In the preface to the first edition, Katsiaficas also writes:
‘Searching for direct solutions, thousands of people con-
stituted themselves as social forces, which helped stimu-
late world leaders to act by providing them with a sense
of the necessary and a glimpse of the possible’. If thou-
sands of people who become aware of their exploitation
constitute themselves as social forces, this can be an
excellent step towards a real destabilization of power; but
if this only serves ‘to stimulate world leaders’ then it loses
all its importance. It will be world leaders who once again
decide for thousands of people without really changing
the nature of exploitation and misery.

As for the Italian case, Katsiaficas identifies the au-
tonomous movements of the Sixties and Seventies as
the ‘Autonomia’, whose main components are, accord-
ing to the author, Autonomia Operaia, Indiani
Metropolitani and the Italian feminist movement, re-
sponsible for an effective positive change of the Italian
society. Mention is also made of other groups such as
Prima Linea, Potere Operaio, Lotta Continua, etc. I can-
not deny that Katsiaficas provides the reader with quite
interesting descriptions of the social context in which
all these groups operated, but at the same time some of
his statements seem quite inaccurate to me. He says,
for example, that the strategy of tension was the work
of fascists who wanted to push the government on the
far right. It is true that fascists were the main protago-

nists of this strategy but it is also true that the latter
was meditated and formulated in the high spheres of
political power (which was already on the far right) as a
counter-attack on the student and worker struggles that
were particularly strong during that period. Fascists
only provided the labour force to the strategy of bomb-
ings, which in fact was the fruit of well-elaborated po-
litical calculation. As for the anarchist movement of the

same period, Katsiaficas’ book simply ignores it. This
does not surprise me, as I cannot expect an anti-global
academic to pay attention to anarchist struggle. Never-
theless his hasty account of Pinelli’s murder definitely
disappoints me. As a scholar dealing with one of the
most troubled period of Italian contemporary history,

Katsiaficas could well have made the effort to mention
the names of Pinelli, an anarchist comrade killed while
being questioned by police chief officer Calabresi, and
Valpreda, another anarchist comrade accused of being
Pinelli’ s accomplice in the massacre of Piazza Fontana.
And I think that Katsiaficas’ readers, especially those
who do not know about Italy in the Seventies, should
have been informed about the campaign that followed
Pinelli’s murder and uncovered the real responsibility
for the Milan massacre. It is unquestionable that all the
Italian antagonist movement, including what Katsiaficas
calls ‘Autonomia’, contributed to this campaign, which
is completely omitted by the author but which in my
opinion represents an important episode of the social
struggle of that period.

Finally I must express my total disagreement with
Katsiaficas when he talks about ‘anarchist sects’ that,
along with Trotkysts and Maoists ‘replaced the
movement’s autonomy with a coterie of cadre whose
hierarchical politics changed the form of mobilization
from participatory spontaneity to programmed ritual’.
This is the only mention that Katsiaficas actually makes
of anarchists, and it is wrong. I am not as expert as this
eminent scholar but I can say with absolute certainty
that anarchists have never formed any ‘sects’.
Katsiaficas’ s statement about ‘anarchist sects’ sounds
particularly grotesque in this period, when the anar-
chist movement in Italy is struck by dozens of judicial
frame-ups and a number of comrades are kept in jail
with the accusation of forming ‘clandestine associa-
tions’, a big lie that power itself can hardly maintain.

To conclude, The Subversion of Politics can be of
great interest for the enthusiasts of anti-global big and
spectacular mobilizations so in fashion nowadays.

As an anarchist, I cannot find any real interest in iBx.
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Not long ago I chanced upon a strange publica-

tion, The Anarchist Yellow Pages 2004. Nothing to do

with a phone book of course, but maybe something

even worse.

It was the link between the concepts ‘Yellow

Pages’ and ‘Anarchist’ that first struck me. I wondered

how a book like the Yellow Pages, in which you can

find any service that this consumerist society offers

quickly and easily, could be related to the word ‘Anar-

chist’, which on the contrary implies the negation of

that kind of society.

But one can’t judge something before knowing

exactly what one is dealing with. So I started looking

through these unusual Yellow Pages to find out what

they were. They turned out to be a list of places from all

over the world which are supposed to carry out anar-

chist activities.

Again I wondered whether such a list could bring

any advantage to the anarchist struggle or whether it

might be a danger to it. What’s the point, I asked my-

self, in displaying a detailed list of places where anar-

chists can be found so that anyone, including the cops,

can easily reach them? One might reply that the forces

of repression already know where the anarchist places

are, so not only is a further account of them not dan-

gerous to the latter but could also be useful for spread-

ing anarchist ideas.

I think, on the contrary, that it’s better not to add

any kind of blacklist to the ones power already has.

Anarchists know where they can meet one another

and they certainly don’t need to consult any Yellow

Pages to find their comrades! Moreover they make
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their struggle known through a great number of pa-

pers, websites, books, pamphlets, leaflets, etc, so that

anyone who wants to join them can do so by following

a precise project of struggle and not a meaningless

phone list, I was thinking while thumbing through the

pages of this odd book. And when I stopped at the

section ‘Italy’, the country that I am from, I got final

confirmation of the absurdity of these Yellow Pages. I

read such names as Leoncavallo and Radio

Sherwood, not to mention Livello 57, Forte Prenestino

and many other places that not only have nothing to do

with anarchists but which have always kept themselves

at a distance from anarchist methods, sometimes even

criminalising them publicly.

My astonishment was over the top when I found

the name ‘La Ragnatela’, quite an eclectic place I once

knew very well as it was in my town in southern Italy. I

was even among the people who opened that place in

1993 ...and closed it in 1997! Where did the authors of

these Yellow Pages get their information from?

Wouldn’t it have been better to check whether what

they were about to publish was accurate or not`?

That’s not the problem, however.

The point it that the Yellow Pages in question,

besides giving wrong information about what they

are supposed to be, are also useless, meaning-

less and even dangerous to any anarchist goal what-

soever.

It’s not through this kind of virtual and empty net-

work that we will advance our struggle against the

present order. Because that is what we aim for, as

anarchists. I mean, the destruction of the capitalist

system with its burden of exploitation, repression, war,

eco-disasters and death. So we’d be better engaging

ourselves fearlessly in a daily struggle for action, sabo-

tage and attack.

We don’t need to put up a show of our struggle,

we just have to fight, knowing who we are and who we

can trust.

DERANGED,
c/o B.M. Elephant
LONDON WC1N 3XX
outsiderseverywhere@yahoo.com





Who am I?
I am an exile, that is, I am free; today that can only exist outside 
society, the nation, and the family, curved under shameful 
servitude! What do I care about armies, flags, governments 
and police! I pass the border like a smuggler. I do not possess 

gravely rise to thrones and come down like shameful rogues; 
and inside I laugh at this phantasmagory. I run away from 
churches as if they were the gates of hell. Legal codes are not for 
me; I am an outlaw, and prefer that to being protected by the law. 
I am a vagabond, and above all: I am proud of it. Neither master 
nor slave: the strong are stronger alone.
Ernest Coeurderoy




